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it. The whole German plan was in process of
revision. The old enveloping scheme was now
impossible, but another had revealed itself. Kluck
would turn and deal with Maunoury, outflank him
on the right and drive him back on Paris. If the
Allied, centre could be routed, the decisive battle
would have been won, for French and Franchet
d'Esperey would be penned between Paris and the
victorious Germans wheeling to the right. The plan
involved one immense hazard. Biilow and Kluck
would be operating in different directions, one to
the south-east and the other to the north-west, and
every hour they would feel the " effet de ventouse"
and tend to draw farther apart. Could the void be
filled sufficiently to keep French and Franchet
d'Esperey at arm's length ?

The day of the 7th was one of long and desperate
battle. All possible reserves were brought in, and
it became a race who should grow faster. Kluck
extended his right with a view to envelopment, and
Maunoury duly extended his left, but he was des-
perately short of reserves. That evening the French
Sixth Army, as it clung to the skirts of the blazing
hills, might well have viewed the future with dismay.
It was the anvil for the hammer, and it could not
see the thrust which was to cripple the hammer
arm. Reinforcements were sent from Paris, and
since the need was urgent many of them covered
the forty miles in Paris taxi-cabs. Maunoury
attacked on his wing, but in spite of desperate
efforts failed to make way. The old game had been
played, and once again the enveloper had become
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